
ELECTRIC OPERATION STARTS
    At last, the overhead was completed and the 
boiler, steam engine and the dynamos were all set, 
ready for the generating of the electric current.
 On November 9, electric motor number 1, named 
J. R. Thomas,  made a trial trip with only 
Dr. Gochenauer, the engineer and the conductor 
aboard. 

Continued on page 4
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Editor’s note:
    In the Last issue, Mr Dodge outlined in great  

detail the state of the art of electrical 
transportation around the beginning of the 

20th century. 
    This month we continue with Richard V. 

Dodge’s look at San Diego’s early transit history 
from the operational side. All of the material and 
photos come from the November 15, 1960 issue 
34 of the Dispatcher news letter courtesy  of the 

Pacific Southwest Railway Museum.

Primal Electric Transit in San Diego
Part Three 

by Richard V. Dodge
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President’s Message

                        A New Year and A New Beginning!

By Mike Reading

     Let me introduce myself, my name is Mike Reading,  the new SDERA 
President!
    I will start off with a Big Thank You to Dave Slater, for all his years of 
service as President of the San Diego Electric Railway Association. 
    Next, I would like to ask all our members, especially those living lo-
cally, to become more involved in activities at the National City Depot! 
We need more docents to staff the depot when we are open and to 
lead tours around the facility. We hope to have some exciting improve-
ments come about this year!
    Leading the way, we are in the process of acquiring and erecting a 
building to house and eventually restore SDERy Car # 54, San Diego’s 
oldest existing streetcar! I’m working with the National City Planning 
Department to begin this process. I submitted a set of plans to the City 
in November of 2014 and will be starting the permit process in the 
next few weeks.
    Once the building process begins, we will be looking into cleaning 
up and enhancing the rest of the facility, with updated signage and 
descriptions of all the equipment in the yard.
    The exterior of PCC Car, SDERY #539 is looking great and Dave 
Slater will continue to lead this project. We are working on raising 
money to have the seats reupholstered and to finish restoring the inte-
rior! Great job thus far Dave!
    Tom Carnes has been giving presentations at local retirement facili-
ties and we have given tours to those groups when they’ve come to the 
depot. We hope to more of these this year and if you are interested in 
helping give these presentations or tours, please let us know. We would 
love to have more volunteers to provide these services to our commu-
nity!
    Our board meetings are open to all members and if you would like 
to add an agenda item, please contact me at mike_czry@yahoo.com. 
I encourage all members to participate in SDERA activities and if you 
have any ideas that we can use to improve our displays and presenta-
tions, please let us know!
    For those of you who don’t know me, I’ve been an SDERA member 
since 1999. More of my background and my 47 years involment in rail 
preservation can be found on page 8

Once again, Happy New Year and we’ll see you at the depot!
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A Salute To Our 
Volunteers!

They are as follows:
Dave Slater
Tom Carnes

Chris Higgins 
Jim Anderson

Jim Price
Chuck Bencik
Randy Butler
Robert Butler

Mitch Beauchamp
Jeff Trimble
Mike Reneau
Richard Finch
George Geyer

Dan Kelly
Gary Johnson
Sergio Lopez
Mike Reading
Eddie McCann
Jody Surowiec
John DeLalla
Robert Baxter

Missy Cheeseman
Anthony Carideo
Sean McColgan

Patrick McColgan
Scotty Lewis
Tim Lewis
Tom Sapien

“Pete” Pearson
Mike Quigg

Matt Zacharzuk
Bill Steinmetz 
Conrad Gomez
  Hubert Jansen
Steve Mitton

WE COULDN’T 
OPERATE WITHOUT 

YOU! 

URGENT REQUEST 
FOR VOLUNTEER 

DOCENTS AND 
CASHIERS

     Please consider sharing your 
interest  in  railroads  and 

San Diego’s historic streetcars 
with our visitors.  

    Our dedicated group of 
docents needs your help to 

ensure that the Depot is 
properly staffed.  Sunday 

mornings can especially use 
your help.  

     Docents guide our visitors 
through the depot and the 

grounds. 
    Training  and support  are 

provided by our docent 
coordinator and other  

experienced docents. Reference 
material is on hand, including 
talking points for the tour,  and 

general procedures for operating 
the depot. Shifts are for 3 hours: 

10 AM to 1:00 PM, and 
1:00 PM to 4:00 PM.  

    Please contact John DeLalla 
at: docents@sdera.org 

or 858-847-3138 
for additional information and to 

join our group of docents.  

Help Wanted!
 Currently, The following 

volunteer positions are available:
    1. Assistant Treasurer- 
working with Treasurer, Jeffrey 
(Jeff) Trimble. Candidate should 
have an interest in learning 
accounting. 
(I learned the program Quick 
Books at the depot, and this has 
allowed me to get a job, which I 
have now held for almost 2 years.)
    2. Assistant Web Master-
 working with Web Master, Chris-
topher (Chris) Higgins. We have a 
large website at www.sdera.org . 
Candidate should have this 
appropriate background.
    3.Docents/Cashiers- 
A very pleasant way to work a 
4 hour shift on a rotating basis. 
Training provided by Docent 
Coordinator/Trainer, 
John De Lalla. 
    4.Assistant Librarian- 
This candidate works with Librar-
ian, Tom Sapien in our Reference 
Library at the Depot Museum 
Library.
    5. A Welder-
Works with Dave Slater on var-
ious projects as needed. This 
candidate should have their own 
welder.
Interested parties, please contact 
President Mike Reading at : 

619-971-1843
mike_czry@yahoo.com

 Come visit, 
and enjoy all the improvements

 in your Museum!
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    According to the news 
reporter, on leaving Broadway, 
the motor glided over the rails 
and, had the track been in good 
condition, it would have been 
smooth. This run was made to 
test the electrical contact with 
the rails.
    The inauguration of 
electric street car service 
in San Diego, through to 
historic Old Town, about 
four miles, took place on 
November 19, 1887. 
This was something new 
and radically different. 
The public viewed the 
electrical innovation with 
wonder mixed with fear 
and trembling.    
    The San Diego Union 
of the  November 20th 
commented:
“ Yesterday morning the 
electric motor 
commenced running through 
to Old Town and the residents 
along the line are no longer 
bothered with coal smoke and 
shrill tooting of the steam dummy. 
A second motor is to be added 
to-day”.  And two days later: 
“The San Diego Electric Rapid 
Transit Railway is a success.  
The rapidity of motion is entirely 
under control. It surmounts 
almost incredible grades. 
It starts, stops and moves 
promptly  and smoothly. 
    The passenger as he marvels 
at the mysterious power that 
propels him, marvels at its
 transmission in such strength
through the medium of an 
overhead wire,  marvels as he 
beholds the brilliant sparks 

that occasionally flash from 
the revolving wheels, sensible 
manifestations in another form 
of subtle force the inventive 
genius of man is subjugating to 
his service”.
    But it was soon announced 
that the electric motors and the 
steam engine will make the 
half-hourly trips.

THE BUSINESS MEN’S 
SPECIAL

    Local business and professional 
men were invited to make an 
inspection trip on the 22nd. The 
consist was “the car containing 
the locomotive apparatus and 
two other large ones, well filled. 
The only noticeable noise was 
that caused by the electricity 
as it passed around the wheels. 
This resembles the intensified 
rumbling of the electricity as it 
passes over telegraph wires.” 
    Comment was made that “the 
noise is not as great” as that 
made by a steam motor, it emits 
no smoke or disagreeable odor 
and it is not loud enough to 
interrupt conversation in 
ordinary terms in adjacent cars”.

    Professor Henry who 
accompanied the group, had 
given assurance that the buzzing 
of the motors can be overcome 
but he liked the noise as a 
notice (warning- editor’s note) 
to the people.
    A stop was made at the 
“electric power works” to look 
over the boiler and the machinery 

installations. 
 H. L. Story got all 
the information he 
could from Professoer 
Henry and Dr. 
Gochenauer .
     A.E. (Father) 
Horton told the 
crowd how he 
bought most of the 
land including the 
downtown section of 
San Diego in 1867 at 
26 cents an acre.
    There was one 
quite heavy grade 

which was successfully 
surmounted. The train was 

carried around 20 degree curves 
and up a four percent grades  
with ease. The whole setup was 
voted a big success and was 
acclaimed as a great improve-
ment over Los Angeles’ outfit.
 “ San Diego is to have the finest 
electric street railway in the 
country” and the cost is only 25 
per cent of that of cable roads.

BREAK DOWNS
    The vicissitudes of the primitive 
electric railway were legion.
    On the second day of 
operation the first mishap 
occurred. An axle on a motor 
broke near the engine house. On 
the 27th another one failed. The 
axles were too light for the loads 
and track conditions.

Page 4 SDERA Trolley Lines

 Motorman swaps poles at the end of the line at 
the Hotel Del 1889; RG brant photo

PRIMAL  ELECTRIC
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   “It is becoming 
evident that the 
present cars in use 
are not suitable”.
    Imagine what 
might develop if 
the troller, nick-
named roller skate, 
were dislodged 
from the trolley 
wire, as it befell 
frequently.
    A severe storm 
on November 23, 
flooded the track 
in many places but 
the water did not interrupt the 
electrical circuit, proving that 
the ground return through the 
rails was entirely practicable.

THE FIRST FATALITY
  The first fatal accident 
happened on the 21st. 
The victim was a spaniel 
belonging to the conductor. 
The dog was riding on the 
motor, spied a bird, sprang 
from the car in a cut, rolled 
down the enbankment and 
under the wheels.

THOSE FINE WATCHES!
    An article appeared in the 
San Diego Sun of December 
1, 1887 on “the baleful effect 
of the current on watches by 
the dynamos. The finer classes 
of watches are injured.”
    “A watch that has fallen 
under the electric influence 
may not show the effects right 
away but it is liable to stop at 
any time and prove unreliable. 
A respected citizen says the 
company should never be per-
mitted to run the electric mo-
tors without a car attached.”   

    “It would be well for persons 
having fine watches to keep
off the motors when riding over 
the electric road.”
    Enterprising persons quickly 
started businesses of demagnetizing 
the time pieces.
    To counteract this adverse 
publicity, the San Diego Sun of 
December 27 proclaimed:
“Dr. Gochenauer has perfected 
a new motor properly enclosed 
in glass. The attraction will not 
injure watches.”

THE UNTIMELY END
    It developed that there was no 
definite agreement between the 
San Diego & Old Town Railway 
and the Electric Rapid Transit 
Company. “The former alleges 
that the poles are not properly 
set and the cars are not suitable”.     
The railway company will order 
its own equipment. 
An illustration of the Street 
Railway Journal shows an elec-
tric motor car coupled to a dou-
ble truck combination open and 
closed coach of the San Diego 
& Old Town, bearing the name 
“J. C. Henry”, indicating that one 
passenger car had been constructed.

    That fine electric 
car service to Old 
Town was short 
lived. 
    On December 
1, 1887, it was 
announced that 
“The Old Town 
line will withdraw 
the electric motors 
and cars use them 
on the Fourth 
Street Line to the 
campus site of the 
San Diego College 
of Arts and Letters.

    Then in an advertisement for 
the University Heights real 
estate promotion, it was indicated 
that the College planned to erect 
the buildings and had contracted 
with the Rapid Transit Company 
to complete the line to the 
campus on Normal St. to
 Campus Avenue by January 1, 
1888. 
    On December 2 the San Diego 
Sun published that work will 
start removing the “experimental” 
overhead wires to Old Town as 
soon as the weather settles.
The dismantling began on the 
13th. Dropping the Old Town
line will make Fourth Street 
operation more satisfactory, 
so it was said. This ended the 
proposed extensions to Pacific 
Beach, Ocean Beach, on Kettner 
Blvd., etc.

Here ends part 3, in a 
four part 

series of Mr Dodge’s 
detailed look back at the 

pioneering days of 
electric rail transit in 

San Diego
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H a p p e n i n g s
 a t  t h e 
D e p o t

   It was noted by Robert Baxter, the artist upstairs, that 
the wood deck where the Hand car that is exhibited on the 
northside of the depot building seemed to be sagging.  So on 
Dec. 27 Scotty Lewis built a wood frame for the Rail Hand Car 
to be placed upon in order to prevent the wood deck boards 
from sagging due to the weight of the rail hand car. The frame 
was built and then additional support was built to lift the car so 
that the wheels would turn if someone wanted to see how the 
wheels would turn by pumping the handle up and down on the 
cart.
   Thanks to Scott for getting this request done so quickly, with a 
little help from a couple other members.

    The beginning of the new 
year is traditionally a time 
for reflection; taking stock 
of one’s life and the things 
around you. With that in 

mind I thought that I would take a few photos for some of the members who rarely 
have the chance to visit the Depot, and would like to see many of the sights from 
around the museum.

New exhibit at the 
National City Depot 

011815. Exhibit built by 
Scotty Lewis

 
As the trolley goes round, 
the signal changes from 
Green to Yellow to Red.

 
Picture by Jeff Trimble

From the Desk 
Of the Editor

The Vienna Cars often 
make visitors take a 
“second look”.
    The distinctly 
European styling is rare 
for a US museum. Those 
who would like a closer 
look, have Car # 6091 to 
examine as it has been 
Cosmetically restored 
inside and out. 

 More on the 
history of the 

Vienna Cars can 
be found on line 

at the
 SDERA web site 

at: 
http://www.sdera.
org/newsletters/
SDERAOct12.pdf

“HERBBIE”
 Car # 1031 is our 
VW replica of a 
Boston type 5 

street car used in 
parades and for 

community 
outreach.

More history can 
be found at:

http://www.sdera.
org/newsletters/
SDERAJun14.pdf
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H a p p e n i n g s
 a t  t h e 
D e p o t

   It was noted by Robert Baxter, the artist upstairs, that 
the wood deck where the Hand car that is exhibited on the 
northside of the depot building seemed to be sagging.  So on 
Dec. 27 Scotty Lewis built a wood frame for the Rail Hand Car 
to be placed upon in order to prevent the wood deck boards 
from sagging due to the weight of the rail hand car. The frame 
was built and then additional support was built to lift the car so 
that the wheels would turn if someone wanted to see how the 
wheels would turn by pumping the handle up and down on the 
cart.
   Thanks to Scott for getting this request done so quickly, with a 
little help from a couple other members.

And that is just the outside!

Inside the Depot you will 
find much more Streetcar 

memorabilia and railroading 
artifacts.

The newest additon to our 
colection is also our oldest 

as well.
Car 54 was built in 1903 
from two 1889 San Diego 

cable cars, in the San Diego 
Electric Railway  shops. 
More on it history is at: 

http://www.sdera.org/news-
letters/SDERAApr14.pdf 

and
http://www.sdera.org/news-

letters/SDERAJun12.pdf 

Recently Restored Car
 # 539 is a real beauty 

and is quite popular with 
visitors to the Depot.
More of this car’s back 

story can be found 
online at: 

http://www.sdera.org
newsletters/SDERA-

Oct13.pdf
and

 http://www.sdera.org/
newsletters/SDERJun14.

pdf

Our 1917 Birney car # 336 
is a great spot to host 

children’s 
birthday parties.
 it’s history is at 

http://www.sdera.org/
newsletters/SDERAFeb12.

pdf
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Michael Reading 
Rail Preservation 

Background 

     As a long time (1967-1977) 
 volunteer of the San Diego 
Railway Historical Society of San 
Diego, Inc. (RHSofSD),   Mike 
helped to maintain and staff  the 
display of SD&AE locomotive 
#104 and SD&A car #050 
Pullman built in 1910 as a
 Cafe-Observation car, later 
rebuilt as a Business Car for the 
SD&A by the Pacific Electric at 
their Torrance shops. the many 
years that it was on display at 
the Del Mar Fairgrounds.
   This is the last remaining steam 
locomotive of the San Diego 
& Airzona Eastern ( SD&AE ) 
and the Business car of John D. 
Spreckels, who was the founder 
of  both the San Diego Electric 
Railroad in 1892, and later the 
San Diego & Arizona Railway in 
1906. This was later to become 
the San Diego & Arizona Eastern.
    With the fomation Pacific 
Southwest Railroad Museum 
Association, Inc. (PSRMA) in 
1964, Mike found another peg to 
hang his hat.
     While at PSRMA, Mike has 
wore may hats and had been 
actively involved many projects.   
    Like the restoration of  the 
San Diego, Cuyamaca & Eastern 
Railway Depot, built in 1894 that 
stands today in La Mesa, Ca. 
That restoration by the way won 
an Orchid Award in October of 
1981,  for  Best  Volunteer 
Restoration. The depot in La 
Mesa is owned by PSRMA.

    He helped build out the 
Museum’s shops and yard at 
Campo, Ca. Restored diesel 
engine #1 in PSRMA’s GE 45 
ton diesel locomotive #7485, 
which was later instrumental 
in moving all of the equipment 
belonging to the PSRMA in San 
Diego to Campo museum during 
the “Great Freight of 1983”. As 
some might remember, this was 
long troublesome journey over 
the Tijuana y Tecate portion of 
the SD&AE in which the H&N 
Shay #3 broke down on the way 
to Campo, and # 7485 had to 
come to the rescue.
    While in Campo, Mike tackled 
the job of Mechanical Super-
intendent, and was responsible 
for maintaining locomotives 
and cars  for  the  Museum’s 
demonstration trains.
    He became  Roadmaster at 
that time and was responsible for 
track maintenance of the Muse-
um’s demonstration railroad.         
    In 1994 Mike added the 
Carrizo Gorge Railway, Inc. 
(CZRY)  to a long list of 
organizations that he was 
working with.
    First working as a volunteer, 
and later a paid employee of 
the Carrizo Gorge Railway. He 
was an integral part of the crew 
responsible for the reopening of 
the SD&AE’s Desert Line and 
restoration of freight service over 
the line. Interchanging with the 
Union Pacific at Plaster City, Ca.
    He helped reopen 5 tunnels 
on the SD&AE, Tunnels 2 and 3 

in Mexico, Tunnel 4 at Division 
MP 60, Tunnels 8 and 16 in the 
Carriso Gorge and assisted in 
rebuilding the track on the line.
    Being multi talented  is 
always a great asset to any 
organization, but it is at the 
CZRY, where Mike’s talents 
really were on display.
    He did everything from 
Gandydancer (track laborer), 
Track Inspector, Brakeman, 
Conductor and even Engineer!
    He ran work and freight 
trains over the line. Maintained 
and repaired freight cars, 
locomotives and passenger cars 
used on the line. Operated and 
maintained heavy equipment 
and track machines used to 
open the tunnels and maintain  
the track.
    Two of those machines are 
currently on display at the 
National City Depot.
    The San Diego Electric Railway 
Association, Inc. (SDERA) has 
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Continued on page 10

been very fortunate to have Mr. 
Reading  working and 
volunteering on many of our 
projects since 1999. Serving   
Currently and a Past member of 
the SDERA Board of Directors.
    He operated the Santa Maria 
Valley Railroad #9,  a  1932 
Fairmount railbus on the 
Coronado Line between 
National City and Chula Vista 
from 2001 to 2004 promoting 
the preservation of the 
Coronado Line.
    Actively involved in the 
acquisition of SDERy Car #54, 
planned and carried out the 
removal of the car from the 
San Diego History Center in 
Balboa Park and subsequent 
transportation of the car to the 
Depot.
   Currently he is the project 
manager for the acquisition 
and erection of a building to 
store, preserve and restore 
SDERy Car #54.
    So, what does someone who 
has been so involved in rail 
preservation since the age of 
10 do to relax? As some of you 
may have already guessed, he 
still plays with trains!    
    Yes Mike is also a longtime 
member of the San Diego 
Society of N Scale, one of the 
model railroad clubs that makes 
up the San Diego Model Railroad 
Museum, Inc. (SDMRRM) in the 
Casa de Balboa building in Bal-
boa Park. 

You might say that Mike truly 
has railroading in his blood. 

Welcome aboard. 

By Dave Slater  
  First I would like to say that it 
was privilege to have been your 
president. I am also proud of 
the many things that we  have 
accomplished in that time.
     I assumed the Presidency 
from Jim Price in early July of 
2006. My first act was to have 
snap track laid down for the 
3 incoming Vienna cars. They 
had been covered, and I had our 
volunteers remove the covers, 
so people could view them, 
inside and out. Then, I had the 
late Art Aydelotte (Say Adealot) 
and Chuck Bencik install plastic 
panels over the windows. They 
also made bi-fold doors from 
builder’s drawings. 

    During this period, I was 
appointed  as  Restoration 
Project  Manager  for  the
 San Diego Vintage Trolley, by 
Chairman, Harry Mathis. 
Much was accomplished in both 
projects. SDVTI lasted until 
September of 2013, when they  
donated the  PCC  #531, now # 539 . 
    Painting Specialists of San 
Diego was contracted to paint 
inside and out, two of the three 
cars, #6890  & 6891,then, the 
Birney car. #336. The #336 was 
rebuilt cosmetically, to include 
both inside and out. Life member, 
Chuck Bencik applied both road 
numbers as well as art work to 
the outside. Car #539 was    
cosmetically restored professionally 
by Painting Specialties and other 
volunteer tradesmen.  We raised 
all the money for this, and are 
still asking for more to reuphol-
ster  the seats.
    I appointed Jim Anderson as 
Gift Shop Manager, and Curator of 
Special Collections. Jim continues 
to do excellent work. Upon the 
unexpected death of Tom Matson, 
Jody Surowiec was brought in as 
Secretary, and she continues to 
serve today. Upon the death of 
Charles Smith, I asked Eddie Mc-
Cann, Mike Quigg,Scotty Lewis 
and “Pete” Pearson to head up 
our model railroad. They operate 
and maintain the vast electrical 
and track work. Our large model 
railroad is a magnet for kids of all 
ages, and is staffed by our volunteers.

Reflections from 
out going president 

Dave Slater
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Continued from page 9

Hi down there in San Diego! 
    I am working for a Swedish 
streetcar museum as a volunteer 
operator. I payed you a visit in 
October and received a copy of 
your October 2014 magazine. 
    On page 6 you do mention 
also a car numbered 538. 
Is that a printing error or what? 
The numbering of your various 
PCC cars is somewhat confusing 
to me and I suggest that you 
include with your next issue a 
complete roster of cars 529 up to and including 539 including their specific 
ex-numbers! I guess this is all fully clear to your local members, but as 
your magazine can be read by all the worlds streetcar fans on your webb 
site (many thanks for that splendid service!) it would be a good idea to let 
us all take part in that info! I also have the following questions about your 
PCC´s:
1) What is the present situation of #530? Has it become spare parts for the 
others?
2) Is it correct that #534 has been renumbered #531?
3) What was the reason for giving #539 its present number? I mean why 5 
3 9?
4) If I remember right, there is a poster inside that car informing visitors 
that it is intended for use on some to me unknown railway line. Is that a 
plan that has been dropped?
    Finally I would also appreciate if you would print an article about 
the future for the downtown Silver Line and for the planned extension to 
Balboa Park! Will there also next year be only #529 on the downtown loop 
or do they plan to run more than one car and also extend the service to 
work 7 days a week?
I am looking forward to learn more about the PCC-cars of wonderful San 
Diego! Finally I must tell you that many of my Swedish streetcar friends 
have admired my black cap wearing the picture of the vintage San Diego 
trolley. Imagine yourselves that this cap is now walking around in cold 
and dark Sweden on the other side of the earth! Right now the sun is up 
just from 9 a.m. to 2.30 p.m. each day, but we seldom see it at all. 
    Stockholm had sunshine for in total only 5 hours during the 30 days of 
November! So I really do miss San Diego already!
If you are interested I will gladly send you some pictures I´ve taken during 
my recent visit there. The one enclosed now is the undersigned and my 
old Gothenburg tram at one of the stops on our museum line in the 
middle of nowhere, about 1.5 hour drive from Stockholm Sweden.
 Kind regards
 Peter Sjunnefeldt

Letters to the Editor
    During this period, we 
picked up  Tom Sapien, who 
is a professional Librarian, 
and has worked wonders at 
getting our library up and 
running. 
    Volunteers from SDVTI 
who joined SDERA and 
myself overhauled our speeder 
collection.  We also repainted 
our parade float Class One 
streetcar in the colors of the 
SDERy from 1933.
    We have also attracted a 
very professional  Editor, 
Richard Finch for Trolley 
Lines, our newsletter. I was 
also able to get free advertising 
from local and our main 
newspaper, The San Diego 
Union-Tribune.
  I have  headed up Fund 
raisers  for our many projects, 
along with Vice President,  
Tom Carner, and Treasurer, 
Jeff Trimble.    
    Jeff has been a huge 
contributor to our success, 
since he has been an
accountant for 30+ years.
As the president, I have  
worked closely with the City 
of National City, and with the 
help of long time member, 
Bud  Sonka, we negotiated 
a 15 year lease on the Depot 
and its grounds with auto-
matic renewals. Lori Kaye, 
a licensed contractor was 
brought in who has repaired 
and painted much of the 
building.  She specializes in 
the rehab of old buildings.
Dave
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From the Desk 
Of the Editor

Hi Peter
    I am glad that you enjoyed your trip to San Diego, 
and your visit to the Depot in National City.
    Good eye Peter; PCC # 538 is indeed a typo !
 It should have read PCC # 539.
    You are not alone with the confusion about the 
numbering of the PCC cars in San Diego. That is 
in part to the fact that there are two completely separate 
street car organizations.
    The San Diego Electric Railway Association 
(SDERA) which is based at the old Santa Fe depot 
in National City, and the San Diego Vintage Trolley 
( SDVT) based at 12th and Imperial streets in San 
Diego. 
    The SDERA is a private non profit museum, 
while the SDVT is a for profit extension of the San 
Diego Mtero Transit System (MTS). To add to this 
confusing  many  of our  members  and 
volunteers were involved in the restoration of  
PCC # 529 which now runs on the MTS “Silver 
Line” in downtown San Diego. A lot of that work 
was chronicled in the our news letter  and on our 
web site, But that is as far as the connection goes.
    As for PCC # 530, it has passed all of the needed 
inspections and is ready to take it’s place on the 
Silver line downtown. It will give  PCC # 529 a well 
deserved rest. 
Car # 529 will be headed to the MTS shops for 
much need maintenance. It is also planed to 
change the current 3 peddle driver controls to a 2 
peddle system. 
    Item #2:  As far as I know MTS car # 534’s roster 
number has not changed. It may indeed be change 
to MTS #531 in the future.  This also goes with 
Item #3  in the reasons for the numbering of 
SDERA car #539. Part of the agreement of MTS 
donating car #531 ( see the october 2013 issue of  
the “trolley lines” http://www.sdera.org/newslet-
ters.php) was that we would use a roster number 
above the numbers that the MTS has reserved for 
their Vintage Trolley System.

    Clear as Pea soup, right? Believe me it will 
start to make sense if you repeat it enough.
    Lastly item #4.   I believe that you might be 
thinking about MTS restoring the old Route 
7 line up Park Blvd to Balboa Park. That plan 
was announced early in 2013 and I did an arti-
cle on it in the February 2013 Issue of the news 
letter which can also be downloaded from the 
--SDERA.org--web site. Beyond that you will 
have to see what is available on the Internet or 
contacting the San Diego Metro Transit System 
directly. 

    The Swedish Tramway Org. is national and we are all 
volunteers. At this very moment we are 1782 members 
and we have our own museum located at Malmkoping 
which is west of our main capital Stockholm. 

    In brief we have the following vehicles:
2 horse cars, 32 motor cars, 15 trailers, 2 driving trailer 
cars, 1 goods motor car, 2 streetcar locomotives and 
a lot of “various cars”. Out of all those cars, we have 
presently available for service about 10 motor cars, 
4 trailers and 4 works cars. We also have some cars 
in Stockholm running on a vintage trolley line at 
weekends, except for the winter months. 
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Attention Members: Please look carefully at the mailing label. If your membership has expired, or will expire soon, and you wish 
to renew your membership, or become a new member, we offer the following levels: Life,(for a single member) $400; Family, 
$35(please include names); Regular(or Individual) $25; Senior age 60 and up, $15; Junior for ages 17 and below, $15.

  Checks can be made out to, SDERA and mailed to 
SDERA, 922 West 23rd Street, National City, CA 91950

Upcoming Events

San Diego Electric Railway Association
d.b.a. San Diego Electric Railway

PLEASE ADDRESS ALL WRITTEN
 CORRESPONDENCE TO

 922 WEST 23RD STREET, NATIONAL 
CITY, CA 91950

SDERA is at the historic National City Depot,
off I-5 at Mile of Cars Way - take Bay Marina
Dr. west, right on Cleveland, go one block and
left on W. 23rd St and straight into the Depot
Open Saturday and Sunday, 10AM — 4 PM.
Depot phone: call (619) 474-4400

Please send all photos in the largest size as possible.  2 or 3 meg file ( about 1000 pixels on the longest side)
also include the names from left to right of people in the photos.

To submit items to the Newsletter, contact : Richard Finch via e-mail (editor@sdera.org) 
 Items need to be submitted by the 10th of the month prior to publication. -- Next issue in April 

   Monthly meetings are normally held at 7:30 PM 
on the 2nd Saturday at the National City Depot. 
Optional no host dinner at The Barbecue Pit 
Restaurant - 920 E. Plaza Blvd, National City at 
5:30PM about 1 block east of Highland Ave. 
and Plaza Blvd. 
    Plan to arrive at 7PM to see the Gift Shop, chat, 
and buy raffle tickets. The raffle starts at 7:15 PM. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/
San-Diego-Electric-Railway-Association/

241154262614173

You can Now find us on:

February 14, 2015:
    SDERA member Jeff Trimble will present 
a program covering his 2014 travels, including 
the Museum of Transportation, St. Louis 
Metrolink trolleys, the beautiful St. Louis 
Union Station, Ft. Madison Iowa, Mt. Pleasant 
Iowa and more.
March 14, 2015:
    SDERA member John DeLalla will present a 
program covering trams in Australia in 2008, 
with a focus on Melbourne, plus newer (at the 

time) lines in Sydney and Adelaide. Highlights 
from his visit to theSydney Tramway Museum 
in Loftus will also be covered
Board of Directors Meetings
All members and the general public are invited 
to attend the Board of Directors meetings at 
the National City Depot. The meetings begin 
at 7:00 PM on the second Monday of each 
month. The meetings for the next 3 months 
will be held on February 9, March 9, and April 
13, 2015.


